z6o                    ALEXANDER OF JUGOSLAVIA

Aloisi could be made to agree the battle was more than
half won. So he took Jevtitch's irreducible minimum
to Aloisi. He must have said, "We have reached an
impasse. The Serbs threaten to go home and take their
grievances back to Belgrade and publish a statement
denouncing the League. The last state of this affair
looks like being much worse than the first. Now I
have obtained an absolute guarantee that there will be
no further accusations against Italy, It has not been
easy but I have succeeded and France, with your approval
and co-operation, will agree to a verdict on these lines.
The necessary reassurances can be given to Hungary.
It is not very much to ask this small country to take a
certain measure of blame, thus making an insignificant
sacrifice of prestige in order to save Europe ftom a
conflagration."

Aloisi made no difficulties, He may have been
flattered that Laval had come to him first instead of
presenting him with a/<z// accompli. But the consent of
Hungary must also be obtained in advance. They
must have a united front in the League Council and then
the voting of the necessary resolution would pass off
without incident.

So Jevtitch's minimum was taken to the Hungarian
delegates, Ekhardt and Kanya, who both made wry
faces. They were angry and uncompromising, but Laval
dealt with them like a labour expert dealing with strike
leaders. If they did not agree to the terms of the
proposed settlement let them state their objections and
he would see what could be done to meet their views.
So they set to work to whittle away the Jugoslav require-
ments. Both Saturday and Sunday were very wordy
days. The only sort of blame Ekhardt and Kanya would
agree to accept was that of possible negligence on the
part of obscure officials. It could not be allowed that
the Hungarian government had wittingly connived at
any part of the Marseilles conspiracy.

Jevtitch, baffled and perhaps bamboozled; remained